
December 6, 2003    !!!!!     Published in the interest of those serving in Operation Enduring Freedom   !!!!!   Bagram, Afghanistan

Holiday season makes Bagram go postal
Sgt. Gwendolyn Henderson, 300th Adjutant General Company (Postal), assists one of the thousands of service members and Bagram civilian
personnel that are sending mail home during this winter holiday season.

Story and photo by Staff Sgt. Johnny A. Thompson
4th Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan – One of the most influential factors of mili-
tary troops’ morale is mail.  Armed with that knowledge the 300th Adjutant
General Company  (Postal), a Reserve unit from Homewood, Ill., is dedi-
cated to keeping troops serving at Bagram Air Base spirits’ high during
this holiday season by operating under the United States Postal Service
motto “We deliver to you.”

“It is an important time of the year and since [service members] can’t
be with their loved one we want to help them get as close as possible – by
getting them their mail as quick as possible,” said Sgt. 1st Class Bill
Lunsford, postal operations noncommissioned officer in charge.

Getting service members their mail has always been a priority of the
postal unit and is part of its mission here; however, that mission takes a
strange twist when its efforts double and in a few instances triple within
the matter of a month.

“Our workload has increased significantly due to the winter holi-
days,” said Lunsford.  “We have began receiving 17 to 18 tons of in-
bound mail at a time.”

Lunsford noted that last month the unit received 150 tons of inbound
mail, adding “we get a [prior warning] sometimes, but we don’t know
much mail there is until the plane’s feet touch the ground.”

So, how does a seven-member operations team, which physically
handles all the mail that enter and exits the Bagram Post Office, and a 15-
member total postal team, accommodate the more than 8,000 U.S. troops
serving here with their mail?  Volunteers.

“People have started to take time off from their own mission to help
us [unload and sort] mail,” said Lunsford.  “We are very appreciative of
their help and it shows the compassion service members and Bagram
civilian workers have for one another during [this holiday season].”

Lunsford added that recently because of the help of volunteers it
took four and a half hours to unload and sort 11 tons of mail, a job that
would have takes double the time without them.

Though inbound mail consumes a lot of the postal unit’s time, it is not
their only task, for outgoing mail and rerouted mail take equal importance.

“Service member have been shipping out about five tons of mail at a
time lately,” said Lunsford adding that during the other months of the
year two tons was the norm.

“We have a Soldier designated to rerouting mail for service members
who are no longer at Bagram and a Soldier who is designated to handle
lettered mail,” said Lunsford adding that the postal unit reroutes mail to
Kuwait, Bahrain, Germany and other areas of Afghanistan.

Along with Bagram’s mail, the post office handles mail for Kabul and
Task Force Phoenix where the unit has two Soldiers stationed.

“Soldiers from Kabul and Task Force Phoenix alone average about a

See POSTAL, Page 3

English/Dari phrase of the day: Thank you, I’m fine - Tashakor man khub hastam
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Officials worry that shopping malls could be-
come terrorism targets during the holidays.

Al Qaeda tape likely used to rally
WASHINGTON – An al Qaeda video,

which appeared this week on an al Qaeda-
affiliated Web site, shows the September 11,
2001, attack on New York’s World Trade Cen-
ter as filmed from an angle sources in Wash-
ington said they had not seen before.

FBI officials said they were aware of the
video, but declined further comment. It is not
clear how al Qaeda obtained it.

According to CNN’s translation of the
tape, the video is a tribute to Abdul Ilah, iden-
tified as “one of the fighters of jihad” who
was killed by Saudi special forces on Novem-
ber 26 in his Saudi hometown of Hay al-
Suaydi.

The speaker on the video says Ilah fought
against U.S. forces and their “collaborators”
in Kandahar, Afghanistan, before heading to
neighboring Pakistan.

Ilah was taken prisoner by U.S. “secret
police” in an unidentified Arab country, ac-
cording to the narrator.

“What was his crime? That he fought
against the Christians,” the speaker says.

The video also shows al Qaeda forces
training in Afghanistan and another Arab
country that is not identified specifically by
the narrator. Officials say videos like these
are used primarily for recruiting purposes and
to rally the troops.

Report says missing college
student’s blood found in car

GRAND FORKS, N.D. – Allan Sjodin said
he was both hurt and encouraged by published
reports Friday that his missing daughter’s
blood was found in the car of a suspect ar-
rested days earlier in her disappearance.

“That certainly put a hurt to us a little bit,
but on the other hand, we also found some
strength from that, because the search area
has shrunk,” Dru Sjodin’s father told report-
ers at an afternoon news conference. “We
were concerned she could be in who knows
where. She might have been thousands of
miles away.

“So, now we have a feeling that she is still
in our area. That’s been our faith all along.
We can feel it.”

The Pioneer Press newspaper of St. Paul,
Minnesota, published a report Friday in which
a source close to the investigation was quoted
as saying authorities had found the blood in
the 2002 maroon Mercury Sable belonging to
Alfonso Rodriguez Jr.

Rodriguez, 50, has been charged with kid-
napping Sjodin. The 22-year-old college stu-
dent is still missing.

Dozens of people were killed in the blast, which
officials blame on a suicide bomber.

Putin decries ‘terrorist attack’
MOSCOW – Russian President Vladimir

Putin has decried a deadly bombing on a com-
muter train as a terrorist attack aimed at inter-
fering with Sunday’s national elections.

Russia’s emergency ministry said 41 people
were killed in Friday’s attack and more than
150 people were wounded, including 20 criti-
cally.

“The crime today is without doubt an at-
tempt to destabilize the situation on the eve of
parliamentary elections,” Putin said on national
television.

“I’m certain that they will achieve nothing.
The people of Russia will not allow it.”

Interior Minister Boris Gryzlov, head of the
party backed by Putin in Sunday’s polls, vowed
to track down the perpetrators, saying: “The

ground will burn under their feet.”
Russian officials are blaming a suicide

bomber for the blast, which occurred during
morning rush hour in the south of the country.

The train was near Yessentuki, traveling
from Kislovodsk to Mineralnye Vody in
Russia’s Stavropol region northwest of the
Chechen border, when the blast occurred at
7:30 a.m. (0430 GMT) Friday.

Eugene Cernan: Last man on the moon

U.S. eyes return to the
moon in next 15 years

WASHINGTON – It has been 31 years
since a U.S. astronaut last walked on the
moon, but China’s space ambitions have sig-
naled a possible American return to the lu-
nar surface as part of a renewed space pro-
gram.

Aides to U.S. President George W. Bush
say he is on the verge of calling for a return
to the moon as part of a dramatic new mis-
sion for NASA.

Sources tell CNN the target for returning
to the moon is about 15 years from now. But
a lunar date is not yet embraced by a White
House still debating key policy and
multibillion dollar budget questions.

It remains to be seen if any of the plans
actually lift off or if China and the United
States embark on some form of a “space
race”. But on the table of American ideas is a
permanent presence on the moon and even
a manned mission to Mars.

Certainly, Bush wants to set bold new
goals in space, but has not made key deci-
sions, aides tell CNN.

“There are no plans for any policy an-
nouncements in the immediate future, “
White House Press Secretary Scott
McClellan confirmed.
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Bring on the food
Story by Spc. Kelly Hunt
4th Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan – In just a few
short months personnel on base are sched-
uled to be offered an addition from the cur-
rent dining facility option due to a recent con-
tract being established that will provide for a
non-franchise establishment to make itself
home at Bagram Air Field.

“The building closest to the (Army  and
Airforce Exchange Services) is going to house
AAFES concessionaries, one of them being
a non-franchise food establishment,” said
Capt. Gregory Johnson, CJ-1 Plans Officer,
Combined Joint Task Force-180.

Chicken, hamburgers and hotdogs are
just a few of the items planned to be served,
he said.

Bringing in the initial vendor is just the
beginning of the many food options Johnson
hopes to see come to the four major bases
throughout the Combined Joint Operations
Area; Bagram, Karshi Khanabad, Kandahar,
and the Kabul area.

“I formally submitted a request in the be-
ginning of November for brand name fast
foods,” said Johnson. “It’s been approved
by CFLCC (Combined Forces Land Compo-
nent Command) at this point and has been
sent to (Central Command) for approval.”

If approved by CENTCOM, AAFES will
be responsible for site surveys that will de-
termine what can be provided based on loca-
tion options.

“We have requested Kentucky Fried
Chicken, Pizza Hut, Burger King, Baskin Rob-
ins (and) a coffee shop,” said Johnson, list-
ing some of the restaurants he had asked for.

It is not evident whether these requests
will be approved by CENTCOM or not, but
in the meantime, Johnson said he wanted to
give Bagram personnel an opportunity for
greater variety in their meals.

“You’ll have an option,” he said referring
to the recently established contract. “You can
eat what you want. It won’t be just the DFAC
and whatever is in (PX).”

ton of incoming mail and outgoing mail,” said Lunsford.
However, it is the mail of the service members of the forward operating bases that puts the

unit’s mission in perspective.
“We travel with finance and the mobile [Post Exchange] to the service members in the

[remote areas of Afghanistan] to also allow them the opportunity to send mail to their families
back home,” said Sgt. 1st Class Glenn Kozak, Postmaster and noncommissioned officer in
charge of the 300th AG  Co.  (Postal).  “For the guys on the front line it is a big boost for them to
be able to send mail home because they don’t get the chance to call home or send e-mails.”

Kozak added that regardless of e-mail and phone calls, “nothing is more special than
receiving mail because it’s truly from the service member heart.”

Though the 300th AG (Postal) Co. works from 0830 L to 2100 L, to ensure that this holiday
season is a special occasion for service member, they know that every minute that they put in
they’re put a smile on someone’s face – something that makes it worth their efforts.

“It’s hard work, but when you see the eyes of a [service member] once they get mail it’s a
feeling that’s well worth it,” said Lunsford.

Agreeing with her comrades words said Sgt. 1st Class Emma Perry, 300th AG Co. postal
supervisor of finances said, “You’ve done the ultimate for a service member when he or she gets
mail.  Mail is the only real connection because someone has to put in effort for [a service
member] to get mail.  It may not be as fast as the other ways to contact loved ones, but it’s
definitely the realest connection.”

POSTAL, from Page 1

Rumsfeld, Karzai note progress
Story by John D. Banusiewicz
American Forces Press Service

KABUL, Afghanistan – U.S. Defense Sec-
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld today praised the
“truly remarkable” progress Afghanistan’s
government has made in the two years since
the country’s liberation, and Afghan President
Hamid Karzai said he expects his country’s con-
dition to continue improving in the months and
years to come.

The pair met here today to discuss
Afghanistan’s progress and future, and they
spoke to reporters at a joint press conference
afterward.

“Freedom and opportunity are obviously
and visibly taking root,” Rumsfeld said. Not-
ing what he called the “impressive” work of
the British Provincial Reconstruction Team he
visited in Mazar-E-Sharif earlier in the day,
Rumsfeld said NATO actively is considering
taking on a larger and similar role in Afghani-
stan outside of Kabul. This notion, he pointed
out, received a great deal of discussion at the
alliance’s defense ministers conference Dec.
1-2 in Brussels, Belgium.

The secretary said that while no specifics

or timetable have been developed along
those lines, the “enormous” step NATO
took in establishing the International Secu-
rity Assistance Force in Afghanistan – the
alliance’s first venture outside its treaty area
– should be seen as important. He also pro-
vided assurances that as a NATO member,
the United States will continue to be in-
volved in Afghanistan even if the alliance
eventually takes on the reconstruction and
peacekeeping mission.

Karzai pledged his government would
continue to empower the Afghan people on
their path to freedom. He and Rumsfeld both
expressed the view that any remaining
Taliban fighters would not be able to stop
the continued conduct of free elections.

Karzai said three provincial elections
were currently being held, and 20 others
were complete. “With the determination that
we have,” the president said, “we will do
well.”

The Afghan president said his govern-
ment has continued to improve its ability to
provide services to the country’s people.
“I’m sure that six months from now, a year
from now, Afghanistan will be better served
by the government, better ministered by the
country, and more secure.”
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BAGRAM, Afghanistan – A 26 mile run last
weekend took a soldier one step closer to a goal he
has set out to accomplish as a competition between
friends while taking advantage of the race’s loca-
tion to get ahead of the others.

Sgt. Jon Links, 416th Engineer Group, participated
in a Bagram relay run that many personnel on post
entered. The only difference is that when Links fin-
ished the first leg of the relay and handed the race
off to the next member of his team, he turned around
and continued running with his teammate.

“I’ve been running for about 13 years now,”
said Link. “For me, it’s more my way of dealing with
my problems; stress relief.”

He started running marathons back in ’96 and within the last year, Link has
completed eight. What is a healthy hobby is now also a little competition between his
friends back home in the states.

“Back at home, the guys I run with are trying to do a marathon in all 50 states and
once they complete that, they’re moving to the continents, so this way I could get one
leg up on them,” he said. “The guys have three states left (which) they’ll complete in
2005; this gives me bragging rights.”

Seven of the eight marathons Link completed last year were done in different states.
“I’m building toward that 50 state goal,” said Link.
This was the first run that Links has participated in at Bagram.  He missed the

Halloween run by a few days due to their arrival time, but he says he’s looking forward
to running in more Bagram races during this deployment.

“If I’m here, I’m planning on running,” said Link. “I’m looking forward to partici-
pating in hopefully all of them.”

The run last weekend was about friendly competition and a chance to have a bit
of fun said many of the runners participating and Link agreed.

“There was quite a bit of support especially down by four corners and along
Disney,” he said. “Everyone was there rooting everybody on, but at the same time it
kind of brought out the competitive aspects of people.

“The overall morale of all the teams seemed to be really well.”
People took notice to Link’s dedication to the run and regardless of what team

they were on, they just had to show their support to the one running the whole 26
miles.

“There were a couple of guys that were planning on doing the whole thing, I
passed them a couple of times (and) they would say “good job, good luck,” Links
admitted.

Even though he continued to run the race on his own, Link’s was still very much
part of his team and even served to be an inspiration to other runners.

“I know our team was really excited and happy on how (we) did,” he said. “I’m
really proud of my team.”

One run took Link closer to his personnel goal, reminded him of his friends back
home and introduced him to the way Bagram troops have fun. Pretty good for a few
hours on a dirt road.

Keeping the running advantage

Sgt. Jon Links, 416th Engineer
Group, participates in a
Bagram relay run that many
personnel on post entered.

Story and photo by Spc. Kelly Hunt
4th Public Affairs Detachment

At a steady pace...

Pfc. Rory Holderness takes off to do his part for his
team as Master Gunnery Sgt. Charles A. Browday passes
the race to him during the 26-mile marathon relay
held Sunday at Bagram Air Base. Both troops are with
the 2nd Bn., 8th Marines.

Photos by Spc. Kelly Hunt

Runners competed to up their team in the relay competi-
tion held Sunday. Groups of five completed the 26 miles
course together, each taking on 5.2 miles of the run.
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STREET TALK
How are you going to bring the
Christmas Season to Bagram?

Pfc. Josh Stokes,
Co. B, 2nd Bn., 87th Inf. Regt.

Staff Sgt. Clayton Keene,
452nd CSH

“We’re going to give gifts
between the platoon; pick a
name out of a hat.”

“Get a Christmas tree and
decorate it.”

“(We’ve) been adopted by a
church, a high school (and)
Shopko Corp. (of) Illinois,

who (are) giving us gifts of all
sorts and we’ve been

decorating the hospital.”

“I plan on going to the PX
and buying a Christmas CD.”

Sgt. Boreen Johnson,
274th MP Company
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Lance Cpl. Michael Salazar,
Co. G, 2nd Bn., 8th Marines

Casualty Balance Sheet...
By Jack Kelly
The outcome of the first reported battle since the end of major combat operations in Iraq

suggests victory may be closer than most Americans dare to hope.
Iraqis wearing the black garb of the Fedayeen Saddam ambushed two convoys carrying

cash to banks in Samarra, a small town in the Sunni Triangle about 60 miles northwest of
Baghdad. The attacks were well planned and coordinated. The attackers were brave. The
attackers died like flies.

The U.S. military claims 54 of an estimated 80 attackers were killed.
Another eight were taken prisoner. U.S. casualties were six wounded, most of them

lightly. “Coalition firepower overwhelmed the attackers,” Master Sgt. Robert Cargie of the
4th Infantry Division told the New York Times.

The engagements in Samarra make it plain the guerrillas are unable successfully to mount
even platoon-size actions against U.S. forces. Why did they attempt it?

Martin Sieff of UPI thinks it was a premature escalation based on rising confidence. “The
attacks took place in a predominantly Sunni city and their scale reflects the confidence and
rapid learning curve of the guerrillas,” Mr. Sieff wrote. “After inflicting about 80 dead on U.S.
forces in November, they felt confident enough to attempt a far more ambitious kind of
operation.”

The U.S. military a month ago estimated the strength of the opposition at about 5,000.
The rule of the thumb for the last half-century has been that a counterinsurgent force needs
a 20-1 numerical advantage to succeed. The United States has 130,000 troops in Iraq, and
there is a like number in the various Iraqi security forces, and 20,000 more allied troops, a ratio
of about 56 to 1. In addition, all that is required to expand the Iraqi security forces by about
another 100,000 is time.

The guerrillas need to kill at least 50 members of the security forces for each casualty they
take, just to stay even. But it’s going the other way.

President Bush reportedly has been told that since Operation Iron Hammer began a
month ago, nearly 1,100 Iraqi guerrillas have been captured or killed. If this is true, then we’ve
inflicted 15 casualties on the guerrillas for each death we’ve suffered. That is not an exchange
rate the enemy can sustain for long.

Though small scale infiltration into Iraq by al Qaeda types is impossible to prevent, there
is no way for the guerrillas to replace the bulk of their losses with new recruits, and there is no
way such new recruits as can be found will possess the skills of those killed or captured.

If the guerrillas think hit-and-run terrorism is insufficient to keep their strategic situation
from worsening, there will be more attacks like that in Samarra, and that will hasten the
Saddamites’ doom.
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Coalition patrol in Afghanistan
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) – Insurgents

fired on a coalition convoy and a rocket
slammed into a religious school in a troubled
border region of southeastern Afghanistan,
but no casualties were reported, U.S. military
officials said Friday.

The convoy came under fire Thursday
from several enemy fighters near Gardez, in
Paktia province, said Maj. Richard Sater, a
spokesman for the U.S.-led coalition.

“We returned fire, causing the enemy to
retreat,” Sater said at a news conference at
the U.S. military headquarters in Bagram, north
of the capital Kabul.

Several rockets landed near the coalition’s
Orgun firebase in neighboring Paktika prov-
ince Thursday, Sater said. No damage or ca-
sualties were reported in either incident. Other
details were not available.

In the same district of Paktika Thursday, a
bomb exploded outside the compound of the
district administration, said Noor Mohammad,
head of the provincial customs authority. The
wall of the compound was damaged but no
one was injured, he said.

The strike on the school occurred Thurs-
day evening in the village of Matun in Khost
province, also in the southeast.

District chief Mohammed Akbar Zadran
blamed al Qaeda and Taliban militants.

“They fire these rockets all the time. They
want to sabotage the peace and security,” he
said, calling for international troops to better
guard the nearby Pakistan border.

U.S. and Afghan officials, facing a wave
of attacks by the Taliban and its allies on coa-
lition troops, Afghan authorities and aid work-
ers, have repeatedly urged Pakistan to pre-
vent militants from slipping back and forth
across the border.

Pakistan insists it is doing all it can to
control the long, mountainous frontier. Afghan delegate meetings

foreshadow difficulties
GARDEZ, Afghanistan – More than

650 turbaned elders milled outside a U.N.
voting tent Tuesday, clutching copies of
a formal white document. Some fumbled

with rarely worn spectacles as they peered
at the tiny print; others frowned and jot-
ted careful notes next to certain items.

There was no time for tea and gossip.
The nation was preparing to debate and
adopt a new constitution after 25 years of
war and lawlessness, and the elders, gath-
ered in a schoolyard to elect candidates
for the upcoming constitutional assembly,
already knew what they wanted from the
charter.

“We want democracy, but only if it is
according to Islamic law,” asserted
Nasrullah, 55, a farmer from Ghazni prov-
ince, as a dozen men around him nodded
vigorously. “In this document it is written
that killing criminals is not allowed, but we
need qisas@ to stop crime,” he said, refer-
ring to the Islamic doctrine of eye-for-an-
eye vengeance. “This is not the law of the
Taliban. It is the law of God.”

The gathered elders agreed, in prin-
ciple, that women should be able to par-
ticipate in the assembly, provided they
wear proper Islamic head coverings. But
the lone woman candidate was nowhere
to be seen. She spent the day segregated
in a classroom, cut off from all the discus-
sion, and she said no one had given her a
copy of the proposed constitution.

As more than 19,000 delegates gath-
ered in eight cities this week to choose
500 members of the constitutional assem-
bly, or loya jirga, the impassioned and of-
ten contradictory views of delegates fore-
shadowed a long, heated battle at the meet-
ing, due to open Wednesday, and reflected
the deep strains in a society pulled both
toward a rural, religious past and a future
as a modern nation.

The Afghan government, headed by
President Hamid Karzai, presented a draft
constitution to the public one month ago.
Under the U.N.-mandated political pro-
cess, it must be ratified by the loya jirga
before presidential elections can be held
next year, to be followed by parliamentary
voting.

Rumsfeld confers with Afghan
leader and warlords

KABUL, Afghanistan (New York Times)
– Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld re-

turned on Thursday to Afghanistan, the
opening front in America’s campaign against
terrorism, and urged Afghan warlords to sur-
render heavy weapons, discussed plans for
quelling a lingering insurgency and pressed
for economic development.

The unspoken theme of his mission, how-
ever, was to prove to the people of Afghani-
stan, and to its sometime quarreling leaders,
that the United States has not forgotten its
unfinished business here even as the military
focuses on its far larger effort in Iraq.

The mission to stabilize and rebuild Af-
ghanistan faces significant hurdles. Guerrilla
attacks are directed against allied forces, in-
ternational aid workers and Afghan govern-
ment officials, especially in the eastern and
southern parts of the country, and some of
the rebel activity is reportedly financed by
an increased trade in opium and heroin.

In addition, roadwork intended to ease
cargo transports and improve the economy
has moved slowly. Above all, the central
government’s influence is weak outside
Kabul, the capital, a result of an ineffective
civil administration, the historic feudal struc-
ture of the provinces and an economy that
still defies central regulation.

Mr. Rumsfeld’s daylong visit to Kabul and
to Mazar-i-Sharif, in northern Afghanistan,
where his convoy jousted for space along
the dusty roadway with donkey carts and bi-
cycles, was in effect a tour of the reconstruc-
tion effort’s successes and its challenges.

The Afghan leader, Hamid Karzai, ac-
knowledged the challenges at a news con-
ference here with Mr. Rumsfeld. “We have
now reached 40 to 50 percent of the adminis-
trative capability that a normal government
of a country like ours should have,” Mr.
Karzai said.
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BAGRAM, Afghanistan – Hundreds of fans
packed Bagram Civic Center to see hardcore
rock icon Henry Rollins last night as part of his
USO sponsored tour to visit service members
deployed overseas.

Rollins, former front man of legendary 80’s
punk pioneers Black Flag and currently lead
singer of Rollin’s Band, as well as record com-
pany executive, publisher, writer, actor, and spo-
ken word performer, took time from his tireless
schedule to bring a message of support from
home for American service members here in Af-
ghanistan.

“Everyone (at home is) on the same page in
that we love our troops, in that we want them
home in one piece ASAP; even though we may
disagree on other things, we’re all watching you
and hoping for your safe return,” Rollins said to
the energized crowd.

During his daylong visit, Rollins visited sol-
diers in Kabul and Bagram Air Base and had an
opportunity to walk around and meet hundreds
of service members where they live and work.

He shared his thoughts and reflections on
some of things he saw during the day while
talking to the service members gathered to see
him at the civic center.

One thing that especially made an impres-
sion on him was at the Medical Task Force-44
Combat Support Hospital, when he went into
the intensive care ward and saw the many Af-
ghan patients whose lives were saved because
of the medical treatment they received by Ameri-
can service members.

“In America, on the news we see the excla-
mation points about this whole thing, casual-
ties, helicopter crashes, because it makes for
good news and its very important when we
lose all those people; but what we never hear
about, what I’ve found out today, are all the
good things that are happening to this country

Rolling with Henry Rollins at Bagram Air Base
because of all of you that are here,” Rollins ex-
pressed to the crowd. “I’m about to start of 50
or 60 speaking dates all across America and by
the time I’m done with them they’ll all know
what I saw, so you can count on me for that.”

After speaking to the crowd, Rollins signed
autographs and took pictures with service mem-
bers late into the night. Although he was tired
and suffering from jet lag, he stayed until the
very last service member had left the building
satisfied.

“To have someone come over here like him,
it’s like for a couple of minutes your back home
again,” said Pfc. Ethan Kreutzer, 3rd Battalion,
321st Field Artillery, who’s a huge fan of Rollins’
music and spoken word material.

Many of the service members were im-
pressed with how “down to earth” Rollins was
during his visit.

“I thought it was really cool that somebody
like him could take time out of his schedule to
come visit us out here,” said Spc. Nicole Ward,
327th Military Police Bn. “We kind of get
wrapped up in what we do out here and it’s
kinda cool to think that somebody as talented
as he is wants to spend time with us.”

Rollins said that when he was asked a few

Story and photos by Sgt. Greg Heath
4th Public Affairs Detachment

weeks ago by the USO to come out and visit the
troops, he instantly agreed to do it.

“I didn’t even hesitate,” Rollins said, add-
ing that he agreed not really knowing what to
expect, but what he saw was a pleasant sur-
prise. “What I didn’t expect was to meet so many
bright, amazing people, who are so focused on
their jobs, so highly educated, and so fully in-
tense, and I’m quite in awe.”

Cpl. Daniel Rheaume,8th Marine Weapons Co.,
2nd Bn.,  challenged Henry Rollins to an arm wres-
tling match at the Bagram Civic Center. The match
ended in a draw.

Henry Rollins entertained troops with some stories and expressed America's support during his visit
at Bagram Civic Center yesterday.
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Music Notes (Compiled from CNN.com)

OutKast, helped by hit song “Hey Ya,” is ex-
pected to be among the leaders when the Grammy
nominations are announced.

OutKast, rapper 50 Cent
among Grammy favorites

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. – Rapper 50 Cent,
pop singers Justin Timberlake and Beyonce and
the hip-hop group OutKast were favorites to grab
Grammy Award nominations this year.

Pop stars Moby, Sarah McLachlan and Dido
were among a group of musicians Thursday set
to announce the acts that had earned Grammy
nods ahead of the 46th annual awards show.

Other performers planning to attend the nomi-
nations were Kenneth “Babyface” Edmonds,
Jason Mraz, Stacie Orrico, Brad Paisley, Pharrell
Williams and singer Amy Lee of the band Eva-
nescence.

This year’s list of honorees were ranked in
105 categories, including the coveted album,
record and song of the year awards. Other awards
are presented in specialty categories ranging from
rap, country, pop, rock and jazz to classical and
even polka.

In addition to 50 Cent, Timberlake, Beyonce
and OutKast, two recently deceased artists could
also be up for major awards: Johnny Cash, who
died September 12 at age 71 of complications
from diabetes, and Warren Zevon, who lost his
yearlong fight against lung cancer at age 56 on
September 7.

Before their deaths, both released the songs
“Hurt” and “Keep Me In Your Heart,” respec-
tively, that were filled with bittersweet reflections
on mortality.

The Grammy Awards ceremony is scheduled
for February 8 at the Staples Center arena in down-
town Los Angeles, with CBS broadcasting the
event live.

Nominations and winners are decided by
voting members of the National Academy of Re-
cording Arts and Sciences. The awards are de-
signed to recognize artistic or technical achieve-
ment, not sales or chart positions.

Richards (right) says a knighthood is “a paltry honor.”

Richards rages about Jagger
LONDON – Keith Richards is not amused.
The legendary Rolling Stones’ guitarist has

flown into a rock and roll rage against Mick Jagger
over the singer’s decision to accept a knight-
hood, the ultimate nod from the British establish-
ment.

“I don’t want to step out onstage with some-
one wearing a coronet and sporting the old er-
mine,” Richards told British music magazine Un-
cut in an expletive-rich interview.

“I told Mick it’s a paltry honor ... It’s not what
the Stones is about, is it?”

The Stones, still rocking after 40 years, made
their names with crunching rock classics includ-
ing “Satisfaction,” “Street Fighting Man” and
“Brown Sugar.”

A 1967 Stones’ album was entitled “Their
Satanic Majesties Request.”

Despite his near spotless rebel credentials,
Jagger, 60, is scheduled to become “Sir Mick” at
a Buckingham Palace ceremony on December
12.

He will join British musicians Paul McCartney
and Elton John who have already been knighted
by Queen Elizabeth with a touch of the sword.

Richards’ own chances of arising Sir Keith,
already thought slim after 59 years of hard living,
will have receded even further.

Barbra Streisand

Streisand’s $10M suit dismissed
LOS ANGELES – A Los Angeles judge

Wednesday dismissed a $10 million lawsuit filed
by Barbra Streisand against a multimillionaire
who posted photos of her Malibu estate on a
Web site documenting erosion along the Cali-
fornia coast.

A longtime environmentalist, Streisand sued
Kenneth Adelman in May accusing him of vio-
lating California’s anti-paparazzi law and her pri-
vacy rights. She demanded that Adelman re-
move her name and the photo of her estate from
his Web site.

But Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Allan
Goodman Wednesday ruled that the diva’s law-
suit chilled Adelman’s free speech rights on a
matter of public concern, and ordered the
“Yentl” star to pay his legal bills.
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U.S. players celebrate their win after two goals by Eddie Johnson (7).

U.S. team defeats South Korea 2-0
ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates – The United States topped

Group F with a resounding 2-0 victory over South Korea in the World
Youth Championship Friday.

Ed Johnson scored twice from two spot kicks for the Americans to
take a sound 2-0 lead at half time to lead the table by virtue of a goal
difference over Paraguay, who beat Germany 2-0 in an earlier game to
finish on six points each.

South Korea edged out Germany as one of the best third placed
teams to qualify into the last 16 by goal averages after they too fin-
ished on three points apiece at the end of the final league round
games.

Solich hasn’t accepted job at Army
OMAHA, Neb. – The daughter of fired Nebraska coach Frank Solich

said Friday that her father has not accepted the head coaching job at
Army.

The Omaha World-Herald, citing an anonymous source, reported
that Solich turned down the job.

The Middleton (N.Y.) Times Herald-Record, citing anonymous
sources, reported in its Friday editions that Solich could be named
Army’s football coach as early Friday afternoon.

Solich’s daughter, Cindy Dalton, refuted the report.
“He hasn’t accepted a job from there,” Dalton told The Associated

Press. “That’s of this day and right now.”
Army Athletic Director Rick Greenspan told the AP in an e-mail that

he would not comment on any coaching candidates. Greenspan is in
Philadelphia for Saturday’s Army-Navy game.

Assistant Athletic Director Bob Beretta said Army hopes to have a
coach in place by the end of the month.

Chiefs’ Johnson charged with assault
OLATHE, Kan. – Kansas City Chiefs running back Larry Johnson

pleaded innocent Friday to charges of aggravated assault and battery
that stemmed from an overnight incident in which he allegedly held a
gun to the head of a former girlfriend.

“That didn’t happen,” said Johnson’s attorney, Kevin Reagan,
after Johnson entered his plea via closed-circuit television from the
Johnson County Jail.

The Johnson County prosecutor’s office said Johnson, the Chiefs’
first-round draft pick out of Penn State, was involved in a domestic
violence incident Friday morning in the Kansas City suburb of
Leawood.

A judge Friday afternoon set Johnson’s bond at $5,000, with the
conditions that Johnson not use alcohol, drugs or firearms, and have
no contact with the victim.

The victim, a described by Reagan as a former girlfriend who still
lives in Pennsylvania, told the court Friday she didn’t want Johnson
to have further contact with her or her residence.

Matt Kenseth offers President Bush a champi-
onship jacket.

NASCAR stars meet with Pres. Bush
WASHINGTON –

NASCAR champion
Matt Kenseth and a
large group of current
and former Winston
Cup stars were hon-
ored Tuesday at the
White House by Presi-
dent Bush.

With seven
brightly colored Win-
ston Cup cars arrayed
behind him on the
south lawn, and nine of
the 2003 top 10 drivers
standing alongside,
the President joked, “I

see a lot of the Bubbas who work in my administration have shown up.”
On a cold, wind-swept afternoon, Bush, a self-proclaimed longtime

stock car fan, praised Kenseth, saying, “Like all champions, he has
succeeded because of his dedication and hard work.”

On the stage with the president and Kenseth were Jimmie Johnson,
Dale Earnhardt Jr., Kevin Harvick, Ryan Newman, Tony Stewart, Bill
Elliott, and brothers Terry and Bobby Labonte. The only top 10 driver
not on hand was Jeff Gordon, who had a previous commitment.

Bush also introduced several drivers in the audience, including
Mark Martin, Dale Jarrett and Rusty Wallace, as well as former champi-
ons Darrell Waltrip and Ned Jarrett and several NASCAR officials.
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By Mark Baker

Pvt. Murphy’s Law

Solution from Friday’s
Crossword in the Freedom Watch

(Courtesy of QUIZLAND.com)

Mailman will miss Jazz rematch
NEW YORK – Karl Malone will not play Sunday

against his former team, the Utah Jazz, after being sus-
pended for one game by the NBA for elbowing Dallas
guard Steve Nash in the head.

The penalty was announced Friday by NBA vice
president Stu Jackson after he reviewed videotape of
Malone’s thrown elbow, which came early in the third
quarter of the Lakers’ 114-103 victory on Thursday night.

Malone will sit out the game against the Jazz in Los
Angeles on Sunday, only the 11th game he will have
missed in his 19-year career — seven because of sus-
pensions; four due to injuries.

He is scheduled to make his return to Salt Lake City
on Jan. 24 when the Lakers visit Utah for the first time
this season. Malone spent 18 seasons with the Jazz be-
fore joining Los Angeles as a free agent last summer.

Slava Medvedenko was likely to start in Malone’s
place Sunday night.

Flyers still unbeaten at home
PHILADELPHIA – Jim Vandermeer, Tony Amonte

and John LeClair scored, leading the Philadelphia Fly-
ers to their 11th straight victory at home, 3-2 over the
Phoenix Coyotes on Friday night.

The NHL-leading Flyers are 12-0-2 at the Wachovia
Center this season, the only team unbeaten at home.

Branko Radivojevic and Andrei Nazarov scored for
the Coyotes, who were unbeaten in their last four
games.

Robert Esche stopped 18 shots to beat his former
team and improve to 8-2-2. Former Flyers goaltender
Sean Burke had 28 saves for the Coyotes.

Texas keeps home win streak
AUSTIN, Texas – The 100-point mark is becoming a

habit for the Texas Longhorns. The early season scoring
bursts will be even more impressive if they can keep it up.

Brandon Mouton scored 20 points to lead six Long-
horns in double figures as No. 8 Texas routed Wofford
103-72 Thursday night. It was the second time Texas (4-0)
topped 100 points this season.

“That pace is what we want to play,” Longhorns coach
Rick Barnes said. “We got into attack mode.”

Kenny Taylor scored 13 points, Brad Buckman and
Royal Ivey each had 11 and Sydmill Harris and Brian
Boddicker each scored 10 for the Longhorns, who have
won 19 straight at home.

Wofford, the second-smallest Division I school with
only 1,100 students, was the latest small fry to play the
role of punching bag on Texas’ homecourt. The Long-
horns beat the smallest Division I school, Centenary (850
students), 94-59 last week.



Kandahar chapel hours
Sunday
! 0500Z — Roman Catholic mass
! 0630Z — Protestant worship
! 0830Z — Latter-Day Saints

         worship
! 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass
! 1430Z — Gospel service

Monday
! 1130Z — Rosary and prayers
! 1430Z — Gospel choir practice

Tuesday
! 1130Z — Orthodox/Catholic Bible

         study
! 1430Z — Protestant Bible study

Wednesday
! 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass
! 1430Z — Protestant mid-week

         service

Thursday
! 1430Z — Gospel Bible study

Friday
! 0830Z — Islamic Jumaa’h prayer
! 1130Z — Orthodox Christian hymn

         service
! 1430Z — Jewish prayer

Saturday
! 0530Z — Seventh-Day Adventist

        worship
! 1130Z — Orthodox Christian Divine

          Liturgy
! 1430Z — Gospel Choir practice

Bagram chapel hours
Sunday
! 0530Z — Catholic mass
! 0700Z — Protestant worship
! 0830Z — Latter-Day Saints worship
! 1400Z — Gospel service
Monday
! 0700Z — Catholic mass
Tuesday
! 0700Z — Catholic mass
! 1400Z — Protestant Bible study
Wednesday
! 0700Z — Catholic mass
! 1400Z — Protestant mid-week service
Thursday
! 0700Z — Catholic mass
! 1400Z — Gospel Bible study
Friday
! 0700Z — Catholic mass
! 0745Z — Noon-Day prayer
! 0830Z —Islamic Jumaa’h prayer
! 1430Z — Jewish prayer
Saturday
! 1330Z — Gospel Choir practice
! 1430Z — Bible study
! 1515Z — Catholic mass
! 1900Z — Evening Worship service

K2 chapel hours

CJCMOTF chapel hours

Sunday
! 1100Z — Christian service
! 1430Z — U.S. Embassy service
! 1900Z — Christian service

Monday

Sunday

Today

KAF

Hi — 68F
Lo — 46F

Hi — 68F
Lo — 45F

Hi — 64F
Lo — 48F

Bagram

Hi — 57F
Lo — 30F

Hi — 55F
Lo — 30F

Hi — 55F
Lo — 28F

Hi — 65F
Lo — 53F

Hi — 60F
Lo — 38F

Hi — 55F
Lo — 37F

K2 Kabul

Hi — 59F
Lo — 32F

Hi — 57F
Lo — 32F

Hi — 57F
Lo — 52F

w
e
a
t
h
e
r
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Sunday
! 0300Z- Liturgical Service
! 0400,0730,1130Z-General Protestant Service
! 0530Z-Roman Catholic Mass
! 1230Z-Latter Day Saints
Monday
! 0230Z-Devotions and Prayer
! 1230Z-Catholic Mass
Tuesday
! 1230Z-Catholic Mass
! 1400Z-Biblestudy
Wednesday
! 0230Z-Devotions and Prayer
! 1230Z-Catholic Mass
! 1400Z-Midweek Praise Service
Thursday
! 1230Z-Catholic Mass
Friday
! 1400Z-Jewish Service
! 0230Z-Devotions and Prayer
! 1230Z-Catholic Mass
! 1400Z-Biblestudy
Saturday
! 0400Z-Jewish Service
! 1230Z-Catholic Mass

 Task Force Phoenix
chapel hours

Daily
! 1430Z— Estudio Biblico En

       Espanol
Sunday
! 1330Z — Catholic Mass
! 1600Z — Latter Day Saints

        (DFAC)

Tuesday
! 1530Z — Bible Study

Friday
! 0530Z — Protestant Service
! 1230Z —Choir practice

All events are held in Chapel or
DFAC.

Wednesday
! 1900Z — Bible study - 2nd & 4th

Thursdays
! 1900Z — Roman Catholic mass


